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their pledge of " Home Rule by instalments." Mr. John
Redmond, leader of the Irish Party, sympathetic in London,
when he crossed to Ireland found the force of Irish opinion
too strongly opposed to the proposal, and it was condemned
at a great meeting at the Mansion House in Dublin. The Bill
was  withdrawn,   and  the  Liberal  Government was left
without a policy ; for they were determined not to allow
Home Rule to be the dominant issue at a General Election.
It will be seen later how this issue never again was allowed
to become the dominant issue at an election, although it
was to dominate Parliament itself for many years, and to be
the cause more than once of rebellion and civil war. There
were only two courses now to be pursued by the Liberals:
devolution, the way of compromise, was dead. They had to
choose, as Mr. Gladstone had done, between the Crimes Act,
which meant the enforcement of the law, and a bold policy
of Home Rule, mandate or no mandate. They chose neither :
as Mr. Tim Healy observes in his book, Liberal principle
died with Mr. Gladstone. The Liberals had so often de-
nounced the Crimes Act as tyranny that they dared not use
it now. " What," said Mr. Birrcll, " was the position of the
Liberal Party ? They opposed the permanent Coercion Act
with all their vehemence. We have year after year voted for
the repeal of it, and to ask us to put it into force, except
upon a case of overwhelming magnitude, is simply ridicu-
lous." There comes a time when statesmen should be bold and
confess their faults. This the Liberals refused to do, and so
cut themselves off from the only way in which they could
undertake the obligations of Government in Ireland. And so
for four long years they allowed the administration of the
law to fall into even greater contempt, and the condition
of the country to degenerate once more into lawlessness and
anarchy. As early as November 1907, Carson was able to
quote in a letter to The Times a charge of Judge Curran to
an Irish grand jury, which graphically describes the con-
dition of the country : ce Bodies of men, secretly at night,
and in many cases armed with sticks and staves, breaking
locks and gates, have driven out and scattered over the
country the cattle of their neighbours, with the intention